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Abstract

The present study pertains to the area of geolstigej and is concerned with the designations
associated to four leguminous plants (the peah#nieot bean, the pinto bean and the green beé&e). T
data were collected for th&tlas Linguistico de la Peninsula Ibéri¢ALPI). The spanned geographical
area includes Portugal, Galicia, Asturias, Le6n #mdsome points of Extremadura and Andalusia near

the Portuguese border.
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ANALISE GEOLINGUISTICA DAS DESIGNACOES DE ALGUMAS L EGUMINOSAS NO
OCIDENTE DA PENINSULA IBERICA

Resumen

O presente estudo desenvolve-se na area da gdstingle aborda as designacdes relacionadas
com quatro leguminosas (a ervilha, o feijdo, oafeigncarnado e o feijdo verde). Os dados estudados
foram recolhidos para Atlas Linguistico de la Peninsula Ibéri€¢ALPI). A area geografica abrangida
inclui Portugal, Galiza, Ledo, Astlrias e pontosEsiremadura e da Andaluzia vizinhos da fronteira

portuguesa.
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1. Introduction

This analysis is based on the data collected ferAtias Linguistico de la
Peninsula Ibéricd ALPI) project in Portugal, Galicia, Asturias, lie@nd the areas of

Extremadura and Andalusia near the Portuguese b(ele Map 1).
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Map 1.

The concepts selected for this study are: the pPeaurh spp, the haricot bean
(Phaseolus vulgar)s the pinto beanRhaseolus spjp and the green bean (the unripe

fruit of the Phaseolus vulgar)s
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2. The pea (Map 2)

Two main lexical areas can be found concerningdisggnations of pea: one of
them includes Portugueservilha, Galician ervella, Asturian arbeya and southern
Extremaduranalbiya, all of them derived from LatirERVILIAM (< ERVUM ‘lentil’)
(marked with red colour in the map); the other espnts the Castiliaguisante(<
Mozarab bis84y < PISULUM SAPIDUM ‘tasty pea’;see Corominas 1980-1991, s. v.
guisant@ (marked with blue-turquoise colour in the mapheTormer occupies all the
Portuguese territory (with the exception of fiveueern points), the entire Asturian
domain and some Galician, Leonese and Extremad&aaiajoz) points most of them
near the Portuguese territory. The latter occupliethe area of Zamora, Salamanca and
Caceres. In Andalusia, in the southwest of Lednianghrt of the southeast of Galicia,
guisanteis well represented. There are also a few pointh this designation in
Badajoz. It is interesting to notice the spreadifguisanteover the Galician territory
in a way that clearly separates the Asturian donfr@im those Galician and Leonese

points where designations derived frarviLiIAM can be found.
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Galicia is the domain where a larger lexical vasiatoccurs. Besides the above
mentioned lexical itemsgrvella and guisante five others are attested. Four of them
form bigger or smaller compact areas, and threeeactusive to Galiciagaravanzo
(from the romanised ARWATIUS < gothic *ARWAITS — influenced bygarroba and
galvana See Corominas 1980-1991, sgarbanz (marked with yellow colour in the
map), perico (< pero ‘sweet apple’ + diminutive suffix) (with violet éaur in the map)
and pedrelo (< pedra ‘stone’ + suffix) (with green olive colour in thmap). The
Galician area ofhicharo(< cICER, with Mozarabic influence), (with green colourtire
map) is common with some Andalusian points. Thesiatp as well as the Southern
answer albiya constitute a kind of barrier to the expansion dstlian guisante
Another designation occurs in two separate Galipamts: tirabeque (< TIRARE +
CelticBeccug (dark green colour).

In three points of Lednijtu (guisantg (with brown colour in the map) was the
answer obtained.

In Portugal, a small southern area is formed byitéra griséy derived from the
Latin PISELLUM with Mozarabic influence.

As a final comment it must be stated that all #xadal areas, regardless of their
extension, are quite homogeneous and clearly delimin a general way. The advance
of the Castiliarguisantecan be observed in Andalusia as well as in Le@hGalicia.

And finally, the influence of the Mozarabic in thatin etymons is quite strong.

3. The haricot bean (Map 3)

Before analysing the results found for this consepiesignations, it must be
remarked that the adjective: the adjective thaimadly follows the name was not taken
in consideration, because it was usually the sdsren'to, blanco” ('white’).

Like it happened for pea, the haricot bean presaststwo main lexical areas: on
the one handkijao, freixon, freijon, frijon (< PHASEOLUS (with blue-grey colour on the
map) and on the other hafaba haba habichuelo(< FaBA) (with violet colour on the
map). These areas are dense enough and almost tinacentire territory in two parts:
Galicia (except for a few points near the northeantuguese border and a narrow strip

parallel to the western coast), Asturias, Leon Zachora, on north (the area efBA);
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Portugal, some Galician points, and some areastéfadura and Andalucia, on south

(the area OPHASEOLUS.

ALP" Map 3 - haricot bean MAR CANTABRICO
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Portugal does not present any kind of lexical wemmafor the concept in study.
For the other linguistic domains, some additiomahls areas can be mentioned. In the
western Galician coast there are two separatedigpaihxudia (< related toxudio
‘Jewish’. See Corominas 1980-1991, gudio) (with dark blue colour on the map).
Parallel to the same coast, an internal line dsfihe area oérvella (marked with red
colour in the map). At the edge of the abovemertoarea okrvella there are two
points with the answegaravanzo(yellow colour in the map) andhicharo (brown
colour in the map), also found in four Asturianmisiand in another four points in SW
Andalusia, defining an homogeneous area. Anothea aan be found in the area of

Salamanca: the one afubia (< Hispanic-ArabicLUBYA) (green colour in the map).
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Near the Andalusian area ofiicharq neighbouring the Portuguese border, there is a
small area oélfisane(related to ‘pheasant’): two points in the soutiBadajoz and one
in the north-east of Andalusia (light brown colauthe map).
A reference must be made to four unique designsitiBortugueseorunha(224
of ALPI network) and Extremadurapipa (359),grano (363) ancabacho(367).

4. The pinto bean (Map 4)

The map of the pinto bean only represents the dasans motivated by the
visual aspect of this legume: coloured, streakyparckled.

The coloured aspect (yellow colour in the map) ésignated by the modifiers
encarnado vermelhg roxo (‘red’), de color, colorado (‘coloured’), anacarado
(‘nacreous’), amarillo (‘yellow’) and pardo (‘dun’). The map shows a larger
concentration of these modifiers in Galicia andthe northeast of Portugal. A few
points can be found also in Extremadura and in Arsika

The streaky aspect (red colour in the map) is desegl byraxadqg raxén rajado,
raiado, arraiado, riscadoandrajoto. These designations form a large and compact area
in the south of Portugal and another one in théreeand north with an extension to the
south-east of Galicia and some points of Zamoralath. In Asturias, Extremadura,
Andalusia as well in a large part of Leon, there a0 designations for the pinto bean
motivated by its streaky aspect.

The speckled aspect (green colour in the map) ssggdated bypinto, pintadg
apigaradq pincharadq saraivadq sarapintadg pintosq pintalgadq pintadinhq
pintadito, pégaroandde pinta It is differently represented in all the lingutstiomains:
in isolated points in Andalusia and Salamanca (miet each) and in Extremadura (two
points), and in areas of medium-extension in Lé&turias, Galicia and, more sparsely,

in Portugal.

! The number that follows some designations indi#e number of the locality in the ALPI network
where the answer was obtained.
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ALP Map 4 - pinto bean MAR CANTABRICO

Galicio

OCEANO
ATLANTICO

Beiro
Litoral

Estremaduro

encarnado, vermelho
roxo, de color, colorado
anacarado, amarillo, pardo

raxado, raxon, rajado
ratado, arraiado, riscado

Baixo ;
rajoto

Alentejo

s /J 5 pinto, pintado. apigarada
5 pincharado saraivado

e ; :
S / 3:I sm‘apmtado:pmroso

pintalgado, pintadinho
pintadito, pégaro, de pinta

In the points that have no answer represented ip Mathe designation of the
pinto bean corresponds to a generic ndei@o, frijol, faba, judia, chichpwith or
without a modifier. In some cases, the modifieadle specifies the motivation behind
the designation. Other answers are single formb faitly visible motivation. For the
ease of illustration, a short/partial list is presel with the original meaning, if possible,
and the respective localisation.

Faba castellangd'Castilian’) — 111, 136

Faba costureirg‘dressmaker’) — 131

Faba reina(‘queen’) — 107

Faba rubidora feijao de atrepd'climbing’) — 135, 142, 247

Feijao carrapatg carraco (‘tick’) — 251, 274, 276, 288

Feijdo de Santa Iriade Santa Cataring'saint Iria’, ‘saint Catherine’) — 245,
267,271, 274, 275

Feijao mochd‘owl’) — 246

183

©Universitat de Barcelona



Jodo Saramago

Feijao pintassilgq‘goldfinch’) — 258, 262

Frejon gallego(‘Galician’) — 524

Agostifia(woman’s name? related to the month of August rvdst season?) —
114

Cagavivo— (This is also a designation for the fiStromateus maculatuthat
presents some round marks) — 103

Faisan(‘pheasant’) — 374, 523

Fradifio (‘monk’) —371

Jabato(‘young wild boar’) — 370

Perro (‘dog’) — 319

5. The green bean (Map 5)

The map of the green bean organizes the answessnebt for this concept
according to two different criteria. The first omepresented in the map by light green
and blue colours, groups the designations accorttinthe meaning. Therefore, one
section gathers all the answers with the modifende (‘green’), regardless of the first
element faba feijao, habichuela (light green colour), while another section grewh
the designations that have in common the meaniogtaner’: vagem vaginha (<
VAGINA) ‘pod’, casula(< cAsuLA) ‘chasuble’ andcaxa caxina(< CAPsA) ‘box’ (blue-
turquoise colour). The second criterion takes iatgount the lexical type, without
paying attention to the modifier, when it exits.

The map shows five well-defined lexical areas, samhethem more or less
fragmented.

The area of the modifier “green” is concentratedwa different domains (green
colour in the map): the Portuguese one (centreemestoast, with a few disseminated
points across the territory) and the other at Satara, Caceres and Badajoz regions. In
Asturias (one point) and in Zamora (two pointsjdewas also registered.

The meaning of ‘container’ (blue-turquoise colomrtihe map) is concentrated in
Asturias (withcaxing and in Portugal (wittvagem vaginhg and is the most frequent

lexical type. Galicia has only one point near tloetéguese border.
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Map 5.

Galicia presents an exclusive designation for ttoacept:xudia (light brown
colour in the map). It occupies, from north to $pwtimost all the central and western
territory. The empty cases mean that there wasswex in the questionnaires for these
localities.

The area ofréxole frégole freixdn andfeijdo (+ some modifiers) (yellow colour
in the map) has its most concentrated zone in Léamora, Galicia (eastern zone) and
in Asturias. There are also some points in Portaga in Extremadura. Some of the
modifiers are:.de mantecabutter’ (134), de estaca'stake’ (237),vassoiro ‘broom’
(247),de caldo‘soup’ (249),de atrepar‘to climb’ (255), de quebrarto break’ (257),
tierno ‘tender’ (349),ndiano‘Indian’ (360).
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The fifth area, the one déba faveca faboaandhabichuela(violet colour in the
map) has its most concentrated area in Andalusismeoints in Extremadura (one in
Badajoz and four in Caceres), one point in themoftPortugal, four in Galicia and one
in south-western Asturias complete the dispersiath@se designations. In Galicia, one
can findfabawith the modifier tle picaf ‘to chop’ (125), ‘de crebat ‘to break’ (151).

Some unigue answers were also obtaimedellon (106 — a coastal point in the
west of Galicia), fromervello ‘pea’; ponga (322 — a coastal point in the east of
Asturias), which may be related ponxa poxa‘beans, pods residuegk)aluga (332 a
north-eastern point of Zamora bordering with Asts)j chicharo (341 — a south-
western point of Zamora near the northern Portuguesrder); baluga (259 —
Portuguese centre pointparrapata (369 — north-west point of Badajoz), from
carrapato ‘tick’; and alfrisane (374 — south-west point of Badajoz), frofaisan

‘Pheasant’.

5. Conclusion

Each linguistic domain presents, at least for twanore of the concepts studied,
lexical areas that are more or less compact. Taesss can also be shared with others
domains.

Analysing each domain it is possible to notice:

1. The Asturian domain shows very well defined dakiareas for the four
conceptsarbeya faba pinto andcaxinaare the main lexical areas in this domain.

2. The Leonese region presents for the haricot laeanfor the green bean two
designations, one for each one, which cover thigeetgrritory: faba andfréjol. These
terms cover also the region of Zamora.

3. The regions neighbouring the eastern Portugaltigr present different results
according to the studied concepts. As it was séahora shares the designatidaba
(Map 3) andfréjol (Map 5) with Ledn and some others areas. It alsresguisante
(Map 2) with all the other Spanish southern regi@sswell as with the south of Ledén
and a south eastern Galician area. It is interg$timotice that this Castilian term gets
to break theerviLIAM linguistic continuum between Galicia, Asturias,oheand

Portugal.
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4. In some of these regions it is possible to desetne cases of linguistic
continuity between the Portuguese and the Galarahthe Spanish domains: results of
ERVILIAM can be found in the south-west of Galicia, in thetmwest of Zamora and in
the west of Caceres and of Badajoz (Map 2); theesaappens with the derivatives of
PHASEOLUS there is a linguistic continuity in Andalusia, dgoz, Caceres, Salamanca
and Galicia (Map 3); in a smaller degree the saappéns for theajado, a designation
that presents a continuation in south-eastern {@alic

5. With respect to Galicia it is also possible &ettt a linguistic continuity with
Asturias, Leon and Zamora: the most evident ontbas of faba (Map 3). In a lesser
degreegaravanzo(Map 2),raxado (Map 4) andréxole (Map 5) have continuations in
those contiguous regions.

6. Considering all four concepts, the Portuguesealo is the one that presents
the highest lexical cohesion. Asturias is the sdcone. All the others, especially
Galicia, display greater lexical richness and diitgr

7. Considering the linguistic results obtained fivese four legumes and
considering that the data collected for the ALRAegia general linguistic image from a
very dated period, for the entire Iberian Peninsitles possible to deduce the valuable
information contained in these data. They will allos to enrich and to complete all the
information that can be found in recent regional aational atlases.
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