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Abstract

As Yunnanese people immigrated in Thailand manysyago, nobody knows their language and
where they are. This research aims to study Yursgd&lect phonology and distribution in Thailand.
The phonology of Yunnanese dialect data have beatyzed by phonemic approach and tones have
been analyzed by computer software program PRAAInNdnese language areas are presented on the
map. This research found that Yunnanese in Thaitewdfive subdialects: Yunnanese phonology from
Muang Hai of Xishuagbanna Autonomous Region of E#inic Group, Yunnanese phonology from
Kunming, Yunnanese phonology from Longling, Yunremphonology from Simao, and the cities in the
northern part of Yunnan, which are classified ibi@ groups. The consonants, vowels and tones are
difference both their number and characteristicetieling on their origin places. At the present time,
Yunnanese people settle down in four provincesafpiMai, Chiang Rai, Mae Hong Son and Bangkok
in Thailand
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FONOLOGIA DIALECTAL DEL YUYANNESE EN TAILANDIA
Resumen

A partir de la emigracion de los hablantes de Yuesa a Tailandia hace algunos afios, nadie

conoce su lengua y dénde se encuentra actualmiestie.articulo pretende estudiar la fonologia del
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dialecto Yunnanese, a través de una aproximaciaicddy tonal mediante el programa informatico
PRAAT. La investigacién ha permitido delimitar en mapa las areas linglisticas del Yunnanese en
Tailandia y se han determinado cinco subdialecéssiel un punto de vista fonolégico: el Yunnanese de
Muang Hai de la regién autbnoma de Xishuagbanméemeciente al grupo étnico Tai, el Yunnanese de
Kunming, el Yunnanese de Longling, el Yunnanes8ideo, y las ciudades de la parte norte de Yunnan,
gue se han clasificado en dos grupos. Las conssjartcales difieren tanto en relacién al nUumerocco

a las caracteristicas en funcion del origen déolesidades. Actualmente, los hablantes de Yunreases

han establecido en cuatro provincias tailandeshisin@ Mai, Chiang Rai, Mae Hong Son y Bangkok.
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Yunnanese, dialectologia china, fonologia, fon@atjalectal, geografia dialectal, Tailandia

1. Information of Yunnanese in Thailand

In Thailand, Yunnanese is one of the minority goliping in the northern part
of Thailand. Yunnanese people who had immigrated@hailand can be divided into
two groups: first, Yunnanese people had migratedndthrough the northern part of
Thailand for trading purposes by using horses atkdgs through the mountain pass.
Second, Yunnanese of Chinese military group or Kbk Tang which Thai called
‘division 93’ had migrated since 1800 for the politesult of China. Their situation like
“illegal immigrant” and did not have nationality.ntll after the long vision and
kindness of his Majesty the King of Thai governmehe agreement in November
1969 between Thailand and Taiwan that Thai govemirhave been responsible for
appropriately taking care and managing this etlgrimup. Moreover, the Thailand
policy had been set the joint volunteer protectiomtionality transferring and
agricultural training. The cooperating of Thailaadd Taiwan brought the peace and

security to the North of Thailand.

2.Yunnanese dialects phonology
Yunnanese dialect belongs to the south-westerniwslmh of the Mandarin

group. As Yunnanes&rg has many provinces which their phonologies aréewint.
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This research found that there are 5 subdialectéuoihanese in Thailand as explain
below:

- Yunnanese subdialect 1: YS1, is Yunnanese phonology Muang Hai of
Xishuagbanna Autonomous Region of Tai Ethnic Gr@EpEs, FEONRRMHEE M
Méngha, Xishuanghanna diiza Zizhiztou).

- Yunnanese subdialect 2: YS2, is Yunnanese phggofoom Kunming in
Yunnan g8 Kanming.

- Yunnanese subdialect3: YS3, is Yunnanese phogdtogh Longling in Yunnan
(JiBEE: Longling Xian).

- Yunnanese subdialect4S4, is Yunnanese phonology from Simao district in
Yunnan E3FX SIméao Q).

- Yunnanese subdialect5: YS5, is from the inforrmamho do not know where

they came from; they just know the city is in tleethern part of Yunnan.

2.1. Yunnanese Consonant Phonemes

The consonants phonemes: /p, ph, t, th, k, kh,,m\, ts, tsh, ¢, tch, f, s, ¢, X, |,
?/ can occur in Yunnanese which differentiate nunihesach subdialect as shown in

table 1 below:

int of Articulation| Labio- Alveolo-
] - Bilabial Alveolar Velar | Glottal
Manner of Articulation dental palatal
Plosives _ -asp P t k (?)
- voice
(Stop) +asp ph th kh
Nasals + voice m n (n)
-asp ts te
Affricates - voice
+asp tsh teh
- voice f s ¢ X
Fricatives i
+ voice z
Lateral Approximants I o
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Table 1. Yunnanese Consonant Phonemes
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Note:

/y / found that in Yunnanese subdialect 1 and 2 of umese is phoneme, bjuf] is the
allophone ofi#/ in Yunnanese subdialect 3, 4 and 5

(?) found in Yunnanese subdialects 3, 4 and 5 ocithrtive tone [31]

From the table 1, the contrastive consonants ofnduase subdialects can divide

into 2 groups. The different consonants of grougndl 2 is the phonemes/./ The 18
consonants of Yunnanese in group 1 excgptdn occur in the initial consonant while
all consonants in group 2 can occur in the int@hsonant. Moreover the phonerée

of group 2 has two allophones: [n] and.[In YS5, [n] and §] can occur both the initial

and final positions while YS3 and YS4 can occuryom the final position. The

contrastive consonants of Yunnanese subdialectshamen in the table 2 below:

Yunnanese Yunnanese consonant Yunnanese consonant
subdialect group 1 group 2
YS1 YS2 vs3 [ vs4 | VS5

19 consonant phonemes
Consonant /p, ph, t, th, k, kh,
phoneme m, n, 1, ts, tsh, tg,
teh, f, s, z, ¢, x, I/

18 consonant phonemes
/p, ph, t, th, k, kh, m, n, ts,
tsh, te, t¢h, £, s, z, ¢, x, I/

18 initial consonants
/p, ph, t, th, k, kh, m, n, ts, tsh, te, t¢ch,

f, s,z ¢, x,1/
Initial [n]/_V# [n] /_V#
consonant
/n/_y[n] /_VCH# /m/{p[n] | VC#
n]/ _[e, a, iu/#
/m/ Y[n] lie #
Final [n] IV_#V # /ig/
/n, 1/
consonant Note [n] [Ty] occur as free varyn other conditions
except whenrf] following /o, ia, io/

Table 2. The contrastive consonant of Yunnanedediam Thailand

2.2. Yunnanese Vowel Phonemes

Yunnanese vowel phonemes have three types: mormpdgh diphthongs and

triphthongs. They are difference in number of vow¥IS1 and YS2 have 8
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monophthongs, while YS3 and YS5 have 6 monophthoagd YS4 has 5

monophthongs. The vowel phonemes /g,a), o/ occur in every subdialects. The vowel
phonemed/ appears in YS1 and YS2 while it is an allophdnkof /o/ in YS3, 4 and 5.

[0] occurs before final velar nasalj] [while [o] occurs elsewhere in YS3, 4 and 5. The

last vowel phonemew/ appears in all subdialects except YS4, becauss @n

allophone: w/ of /i/ in YS 4.

All Yunnanese subdialects have four triphthongau,/ibu, uai, wi/. There are

thirteen diphthongs: dj ia, b, iu, ai, au,ai, au, i, ou, ui, ua, o/ in YS1 while /ou/

disappears in YS3- 5 andi// disappears in YS2- 5. All vowel phonemes are shaw

follow in the table 3 below:

\gagg;r;:;e Monophthongs Diphthongs Triphthongs
13
YS1 diphthongs
Muang Hai 8 [ie, ia, 9, iu,
monophthongs ai, au, ai, au, oi, ou, ui, ua, uo/
/i, €, a, 9, 12
YS2 w, u, 0, 9/ diphthongs
Kunming /ig, ia, i, iu,
ai, au, ai, au, ou, ui, ua, uo/
6 monophthongs
YS3 /i, a, 9, wi, u, 0/.
Longling /o/ ;»[o] I_[n]# _
b] /_# elsewhere 4 triphthongs
5 monophthongs /iau, iau, uai, uai/
/i, a, 9, u, o/
/il — i 12
YSs4 \[w] . .d|p.htr.10ng.s
Simao /i, ia, io, iu, ai, au,
[o] /_# ai, au, ui, ua, uo, ua/
/ol [0] I _[n]#
{ bl /e, I/ _#
6 monophthongs
YS5 /i, a, 9, wi, u, 0/.
Northern /o/rb [o] /_In]#
p] /_# elsewhere
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Table 3. The contrastive vowel of Yunnanese
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2.3. The contrastive of Yunnanese tones

Yunnanese tones can be divided into 2 patternshwhéve 4 tones and 5 tones

which explain below:

2.3.1 Yunnanese tone pattern 1

Yunnanese tone pattern 1 has 4 tones. Yunnaneseptitern: 1 found in YS1,

YS2, YS4, and YS5 as shown in charts 1-4 below:

Yunnenesetones of XshuengoannaAutonomous Tones of Yunnanese in Kunming: YS2
Regondf Ta BhnicGoup: YSL
20 |
3D+ pad
S Mo
N g_ v—, /0—0——«0—0\‘ -
Eg‘317 T3 S — —e—Tonel -44
5 34 Lt | T2 f;'\'z o Tone2 22
ES T T =T Tone3 53
Eg&/\'\l\,f*/'\" 4 Tt ° Toned -213
EEEZB‘ T2 E 13 l\-'\’-—I//l\'/'-—'\i
B z
00D DHDDODH D ID 0 10 20 30 4 5 60 70 80 90 100
Time Time

Chart 1. Four tones phonetic realization of YS1  ai€B. Four tones phonetic realization of YS2

Tones of Yunnanese from Simao district: YS4 Tones of Yunnanese from the northern part: YS5
25 280

S ]S B+
= 1804 —o—Tonel -33 = —o—Tonel -33
3?145 e T2 17| | £ e Tone2 317
== Tone3-22 || | SZq90 s || Tone3B3
5 — TR | e o SN

] Tone4 -23 ® M Toned -214
£ W R%'\H‘:‘j_" T L) 5 10 ==
i 75 T T T T T \h\-\\.\‘\'_—*\ z 130 T T T T T T T T T T

0 20 20 30 4 5 6 70 8 9% 10 0 10 20 30 40 5 6 70 8 % 100

Time Time

Chart 3. Four tones phonetic realization of YS4  ai€B. Four tones phonetic realization of YS5

The summary of 4 tones in pattern 1 are 1) midllevenid high level tone, 2)
low level or mid falling tone, 3) high falling torend 4) low rising or low falling rising

tone. All four tones in pattern 1 are shown in ¢adblbelow:
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Subdialect
YS1 YS2 YS4 YS5
Tones
Tone 1 33 44 33 33
Tone 2 22 22 3192 31?
Tone 3 53 53 42 53
Tone 4 213 213 23 214

Table 4. Yunnanese tones pattern 1

2.3.2 Yunnanese tone pattern 2

Yunnanese tone pattern 2: YS3 has 5 tones: theylatggh level tone, 2) low
level tone, 3) high falling tone, 4) low rising ®nand 5) mid falling tone. Yunnanese

tone pattern 2 is shown in chart 5 below:

Yunnanese tones of Longling: YS3

160
144 ——o—¢—o o

\‘\‘—k“\‘ —e—Tonel -44
> —a— Tone2 -22
% Tone3 -42
>
Tone4 -23
—x— Tone5 -31?

128 -

112

Fundamental frequency
(Hz)

|

o]
o

Chart 5. Four tones phonetic realization of YS3umnanese tone pattern 2

From the Chinese history, there are four diffetgpes of tone were identified in
Middle Chinese: 1. Ping® ‘level’, 2. Shang £ ) ‘rising’, 3. QuZ ) ‘departyy and 4.
Ru (A ‘entering’; (ending with a stop -p, -t, and -RK)he four tons were further split
into eight categories according to voicing initansonants. Two registers from voicing
initial consonants, traditionally called YilJ ‘voiceless initials’ and Yandffl ) ‘voiced
initials’; Yin is applied to the higher or uppeister while Yang is applied to the lower

register in Middle Chinese.
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At the present, tones of Yunnanese divided intat?epns which have 4 tones and
5 tones follow table 4 and charts 1-5. Four and @ientrastive tones in pattern 1 and 2
which have developed from the four historical taa¢egories that mad up the Middle
Chinese tone system. The development of Yunnanésee§: tone system can be
represented as shown in tables 5 and 6 below:

EPing £ Shang ZQu ARuU
Tone o ) )
‘level’ ‘rising’ ‘going’ ‘entering’
BAYin [44] and [33] [212], [23] and | [22] and [31]
Upper Tone 1 [214] Tone 2
Level Tone Mid High level tone [53] and [42] Tone 4 Mid to low
[22] and [31] Tone 3 Low rising falling or
PEYang _ _
Tone 2 High falling tone or Low level
Lower . o
Mid to low falling or Low falling rising tone
Level Tone
Low level tone tone .
4 -

Tone of Ru sheng merge with Yang Ping

Table 5. Four Yunnanese tones pattern 1 which éaslaped from the four historical tone categories o
Middle Chinese

FPing £ Shang £Qu ARu
Tone
‘level’ ‘rising’ ‘going’ ‘entering’
[44]
BA Yin Tone 1 53] [23] [31]
High level tone Tone 4 Tone 5
55 Tone 3 L .
oW risin i i
[22] High falling tone g Mid falling
PRYang Tone 2 tone tone
Low level tone

Table 6. Five Yunnanese tones pattern 2 which basldped from the four historical tone categories o
Middle Chinese

From tables 5 and 6 show that the tone developrdment Ancient Chinese to
Middle Chinese and into Yunnanese in Thailand eaddscribed as follows:
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1. The ancient level tone categofFE Ping Sheng) split into two tone categories:
upper level tone {FE Yin Ping) and lower level tonefE Yang Ping). Yinngi
corresponds to Mid level or Mid High level tone VehYang ping corresponds to Mid to
Low falling or Low level tone in Yunnanese in Tlzai.

2. The ancient rising tone categork/@ Shang Sheng) corresponds to High falling
tone.

3. The ancient departing tone categdfs Qu Sheng) corresponds to Low rising
or Low falling rising tone.

4. The ancient departing tone categolN& Ru sheng) which ending with a stop -
p, -t, and -k have been lost in Yunnanese in Thdil#s the final stops p, t, k were all
lost, so this tone category merged with the YamgRategory in Yunnanese pattern 1.
On the other hand, although all final stops p, iy Kunnanese pattern 2 were as lost as
Yunnanese pattern 1, this tone did not merge with Yang Ping category and

corresponds to Mid falling tone.

3. The Geographical of Yunnanese dialect in Thailah

From the language survey of Yunnanese dialect iaildind found that at the
present time, Yunnanese people settle in four pagg in Thailand. They are Chiang
Mai, Chiang Rai, Mae Hong Son and Bangkok where wah show the area of
subdialect. Because they live together in the comtypunot depend on their place from
Yunnan. The map below just present the provincesrevlYunnanese dialect is spoken

by Yunnanese people have been living in Thailang.no
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Where is Yunnanese dialect
spoken in Thailand?

Map 1. Yunnanese dialect is spoken by Yunnanesgl@éave been living in Thailand
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